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Measuring the Effectiveness of Adoption Program by Means of a Litter Survey
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Abstract: Azabu University took part in an Adoption Program based on an agreement with Sagamihara City
and cleaned up sidewalks in the city 57 times from November 2005 to October 2008 (the first period), and 18
times from April 2018 to March 2019 (the second period). In addition, a research was conducted to investigate
fluctuations in the number and composition of litter on the sidewalks both by visual observation and counting
the actual litter items. This paper discusses the effectiveness of Adoption Program as an activity to improve the
local environment beautification based on quantitative data.

The Findings are as follows:

1. In the first period, scattered waste decreased dramatically, and the number of scattered garbage at the end
of the first period decreased to 30% to 40% compared with the beginning of this period.

2. The number of scattered garbage at the beginning of the second period was about the same as at the end of
the first period. It shows that beautification levels had been maintained for the past ten years.

3. The data was collected in several subdivisions according to the location characteristics of the survey area.
The result of survey suggests that there is an important relationship between location characteristics and transi-
tion of scattered garbage.

4. In the transition by type of scattered garbage, the number of cigarette butts decreased significantly.

5. By cross-checking the visual and real survey results, visual surveys are effective as simple survey methods.
Keywords: Adoption Program, local governance, fluctuations of scattered litters, beautification activity
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