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Learning about Other Cultures through Field Work
—Reports on Overseas Study Tours for Environmental Science Students—
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Abstract: This paper reports on the overseas training conducted over a long period by the Office of International
Communication and by the Regional Community Research Laboratory (formerly the Environmental Sociology
Research Laboratory) in the Department of Environmental Science, School of Life and Environmental Science,
Azabu University, Japan.

As of October 2017, a total of 48 separate overseas programs have been conducted: 24 programs led by Mr.
Akira Harada in the Office of International Communication, 16 programs led by Mr. Jonathan Lynch in the same
office and 8 programs by Associate Professor Takehiro Okura in the Seminar of Community Studies. These
programs have been conducted in a total of 7 different countries: Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, the United
Kingdom, Cambodia, the Philippines and the United States.

In this report, we will review the learning derived from the overseas study tours in terms of field work. Fur-
thermore, we aim to show examples of student learning across national borders, focusing on the goals and reports
implemented within each laboratory.

In Harada’s report, the themes that have emerged from his numerous study tours are reviewed. Lynch’s re-
port gives details of the implementation and organizational methods used for his tours, and in Okura’s report, a
chronological review of his overseas programs is presented. In each of the three reports, comments by participat-
ing students are provided for reference.
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