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Consideration of philosophical thought of Giordano Bruno
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Abstract: The Renaissance is the age when philosophers and theological scholars developed their own philo-
sophical thoughts and views of the world. This age was also one of religious revolution, which led to serious
persecution of some of those philosophers. Petrarca and Pico dera Mirandora were humanists who thought
that the thought of Platonic “anima” which potentially exists inside the spirit of each human was attributable
to human dignity. It is certain that “anima” is one of the most consequential themes of philosophers and artists
of the age. While this idea originated with Aristotol and Platon, Italian humanists explicated it and trans-
formed its definition through the explication by Averroés. Particularly, Pietro Pomponazzi supposed “anima”
was not infinite, and developed his own theory based upon exact experiences and rational reason. His think-
ing, which resulted in the fundamental methodology of Western science, was inherited by Galileo Galilei and
other scientists.

Theology was also developed by scholastics which defined infinite deity. Thomas Aqcuinas or Nicolaus
Cusanus regarded the Absolute as infinite “esse”. This idea of infinity affected Giordano Bruno who consid-
ered the universe to be infinity, an absolute infinity beyond human perception. Although his view of the world
was regarded as totally unorthodox, the idea of “infinito” was gradually accepted by all men of the next
generation. Bruno’s philosophical thought played an important role in the division of religious faith and
philosophy.
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L’infinito
Sempre caro mi fu quest’ermo colle,
E questa siepe, che da tanta parte
Dell’ultimo orizzonte il guardo esclude.
Ma sedendo e mirando, interminati
Spazi di 1a da quella, e sovrumani
Silenzi, e profondissima quiete
Io nel pensier mi fingo; ove per poco
11 cor non si spaura. E come il vento
Odo stormir tra quete piante, io quello
Infinito silenzio a questa voce
Vo comparando: e mi sovvien I’eterno,
E le morte stagioni, e la presente
E viva, e il suon di lei. Cosi tra questa
Immensita s’annega il pensier mio:

E il naufragar m’e dolce in queto mare.
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