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Pathogen-bearing status of imported animals for use as companion animals
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Abstract. We examined the pathogen —bearing status on eight species, 140 rodents with health certificate to
evaluate the risk in imported rodent public health. Consequently, Leptspira was detected one Step- Lemming (1
of 10, 10 %) by PCR method.A positive rate is as follows. Borrelia grahamii 3/30 (Asiatic chipmunks), B.
washoensis 2/30 (Asiatic chipmunks), Salmonella Enteritidis 11/140(7.9 %), S. aureus 20/140 skin(degu 9/10,
Pygmy jerboa 8/10), dwarf tapeworm (hymenolepiasis nana) 23/140 (Hamster: Phodopus sungorus,
Mesocricetus auratus). There were no antibodies against for Hantavirus and plague in all rodents.

Also, Yersinia pestis, Francisella tularensis and Erysipelothrix rhusiopathiae were not isolated. The kind of
the pathogen was less than that of past results of wild rodents. However, the pathogens were infected with the
high rate with some animal species. The pathogens not seen in wild rodents were isolated in breeding rodents.
Therefore, about the handling of these animals, it needs to be careful enough.
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