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The specific ability of animals to anticipate the coming earthquakes
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Abstract. Unusual phenomena, some of which, at present, are too strange to be explained with the scientific

knowledge, have been often observed before earthquakes, especially bigger earthquakes. Most of the unusual

phenomena consist of the unusual behaviors of animals such as dogs, cats, and crows. We have examined how

the animals sense the coming earthquake since January 17, 1995 when we had a big earthquake in the southern

area of Hyogo Prefecture. We also have established a monitoring system to capture the information from the

owners who observed the unusual behaviors of dogs and/or cats through their cellular phones. In this study the
people who have been interested in the monitoring system were asked several questions, and unexpectedly,
however, only 17 % of them agreed with participating in the monitoring system. We had to think about this

issue in this paper.
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