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Abstract: Samuel Beckett wrote The Unnamable in 1950 after he completed Waiting for Godor. Although
the style of this work is very simple, the discourse is chaotic and filled with confusion. Beckett himself made
a statement: “A la fin de mon ceuvre, il n’y a rien que poussiere; le nommable.” The characteristic style of
monologue creates sometimes polyphonic human voices which make effects of echoes in the skull of the first
person narrator, and eventually fabricate the story of Mahood (which symbolizes Manhood) and Worm (a
deformed human figure).

This represents the close relation between silence and human existence made of language. Moreover it is
characteristic of colours: black and grey. Both colours correspond to silence and voices, or to perfect darkness
and gloom. These cold colors symbolize the void between silence and words. The Unnamable is based upon
the conceptual form of Beckett’s abstraction which has relevance in modern arts. Abstraction is a concept of
modern arts. W. Kandinski, P. Klee and G. Braque are the representative artists of the 20" century, who had
their own spirits which realized their work through insights and self-observation. But the work of Bekcett was
inspired by the impossibility of expression that corresponds with the works of Bram van Belde.
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So I am obliged to add this. I who am here, who cannot
speak, cannot think, and who must speak, and therefore
perhaps think a little, cannot in relation only to me who am
here, to here where I am, but can a little, sufficiently, I don't
know how, unimportant, in relation to me who was
elsewhere, who shall be elsewhere, and to those places
where I was, where I shall be. But I have never been
elsewhere, however uncertain the future. And the simplest
therefore is to say that what I say, what I shall say, if I can,
relates to the place where I am, to me who am there, in spite
of my inability to think of these, or to speak of them,
because of the compulsion I am under to speak of them, and

therefore perhaps think of them a little.

Je suis donc obligé d’ajouter encore ceci. Moi que voici,
moi qui suis ici, qui ne peux pas parler, ne peux pas penser,
et qui dois parler, donc penser peut-&tre un peu, ne le peux
seulement par rapport 2 moi qui suis ici, a ici ol je suis,
mais le puex un peu, suffisamment, je ne sais pas comment,
il ne s’agit pas de cela, par rapport & moi qui fus ailleurs,
qui serai ailleurs, et & ces endroits oul je fus, ou je serai.
Mais je n’ai jamais été ailleurs, quleque incertain que soit
T’avenir. Et le plus simple est de dire que ce que je dis, ce
que je dirai, si je peux, se rapporte a I’endroit ou je suis, a
moi qui y suis, malgré I’'impossibilité ou je suis d’y penser
d’en parler, a cause de la nécessité ou je suis d’en parler,

donc d’y penser peut-tre un pue. ¥
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The silence, speak of the silence before going into it, was
I there already, I don’t know, at every instant I'm there,
listen to me speaking of it, I knew it would come, I emerge
from it to speak of it, I stay in it to speak of it, if it's I who
speak, and it’s not, I act as if it were, sometimes I act as if it
were, but at length, was I ever there at length, a long stay, I

understand nothing about duration. ®
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No, no souls, or bodies, or birth, or life, or death, you've
got to go on, without any of that junk, that’s all dead with
words, with excess of words, they can say nothing else,
they say there is nothing else, that here it’s that and nothing
else, but they won't say it eternally, they’ll find some other
nonsense, no matter what, and I will be able to go on... [ A
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Whether all grow black, or all grow bright, or all
remain grey, it is grey we need, to begin with, because of
what it is, and of what it can do, made of bright and black,
able to shed the former, or the latter, and be the latter or the
former, alone. But perhaps I am the prey, on the subject of

grey, in the grey, to delusions.'™
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no, there’s no air here, air is to make you choke, light is
to close your eyes, that’s where he must go, where it’s
never dark, but here it's never dark either, yes, here it’s
dark, it’s they who make this grey, with their lamps. When
they go, when they go silent, it will be dark, not a sound,
not a glimmer, but they’ll never go, yes, they’ll go, they’ll
go silent perhaps and go, one day, one evening, slowly,
sadly,...

The grey means nothing, the grey silence is not
necessarily a mere lull, to be got throgh somehow, it may
be final, or it may not. ... Then it will be black. But it is with
the black as with the grey, the black proves nothing either,

as to the nature of the silence which it inspissates.'®
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.. in the end I’ll recognise it, the story of the silence that
he never left, that I should never left, that I may never find
again, that I may find again, then it will be he, it will be I,
it will be the place, the silence, the end, the beginning, the
beginning again, how can I say it, that's all words, they're
all I have, and not many of them, the words fail, the voice
fails, so be it, I know that well, it will be the silence, full of
murmurs, distant cries, the usual silence, spent listening,

spent waiting, waiting for the voice,... 17

LB OWTOWREICIFET D 2T ITRED
v, BRI S GET D WAR D KM b & COSEBR A £ F
AT 2, 3B) PEBIRICRTETHA ) FE2HED
B D) THAH )RR LF 2 FbET. hERIC
DWTEEDEROPTIEY 2 KT 5L %VvO
THb, INPZDEMORETH D, TNITIFRE
ST ARAN R OWETH Y, EYF2E
FED [ER] OFICEASE L Z LI L > TSR
KT AHEREFOEROERIZLEHLICLE
ANBEFEDT 7 + VA SNIREE T4 A7 — VT
DO, Ny MERBDEG T HADNNVF VDG
WBAHOXFETRIAZ LI, #n05L, 2%,
AN D, BEEZNA ) L LAVWSEOFIIH S
EWVHZETHEILIE, NLEEOBBRICETAE
BEEZIEYVFREHELCHERT23D0THS 19, Wi
SEEABOMERSHB DD TRy, L

#1112 20054

ANDOBREREHIZZDL ) DD TLARVLD
Thbo NHIZIEDEYE SEIHRIGERF L T
LIMNIRE S T& 7z, ZNHRBTHD, 2OHL
DEDOEMBETLIARVWILIEPTHLICDHE
DOLFTICE) L TCEL—HIH o7 XT v MIE
DL BEI A LR EFORBP LR ) & L, N
Ty PP LHRIE, SRV EEICL ST
Ebh-mErfe, BCRENSHERERAICLISZE
DEKROEEZ BT LD o7z, SHEEAMEFEL
WOBBHEELHEOL LERTLIZT A LI
FoT, BEPLLLTHAOHRZRRAIZS ST
HTZEiZHhotze ED—DDIHThe Unnamable T
Hbo TOERHIEIRT v M OBCRABRICBITS
—JERETH O . FIEA/NFIEMED 1 DIALBERT
LMD b DT, WOMREF OB, SHRFILRE
DEFBICER ENTWE Z L RBEIC®R<, FOE
FO—DITBEIRMENLTHALH, ZIIZHN
TV [FEbii) 2 | HEEEPHELE VI AT T
V—ER SN, SRS N EROHR T, 2
DR RIE Godot DFTIGHENT-Z LIETBRBEET
bRV ETH5b,

e

1) John Fletcher. 1972. The Novels of Samuel Beckett:
Chatto and Windus Ltd. 194.

2) William Y.Tindall. 1964. Samuel Beckett: Columbia
Univ. Press. 31.

3) M BEATED N v FWHRERIC DO W TIEX
Ty rDYaAAGEesR,
Samuel Beckett. 1972. ‘DANTE...BRUNO.VICO..
JOYCE’ in James Joyce/Finnegans Wake A
SYMPOSIUM: A New Directions Book. 3-22.

4) Samuel Beckett. 1975. The Unnamable: Calder and
Boyars LTD. 17-18.
Samuel Beckett 1987. L’INNOMABLE: Les EDITIONS
DE MINUIT. 24-25.
Ry MERDBIRIZOWT
TIDMRIZEZdDET B,

5) O.Bernall. ZEARE MR .1972. [X7 v b /gl AL
FEEEE 190.

6) The Unnamable. 125.

7) Samuel Beckett. 1975. TEXTS FOR NOTHING in NO’S
KNIFE: Calder and Boyars LTD. 120-121.

8) Hans-Georg Gadamer. fiARIEEFR . 1987. [ 347 D #

VEIEERA, ALFERR &



The Unnamable - #EHHWSERBEOTBEL Z0BFIZONT 19

B2 [EZMoks - ZofkR] il SHEEE TV Lb— EREE~OE] FEiH L 206.
39-40. 15) Beckett. The Unnamable. 17.
9) Hans-Georg Gadamer. JTE EBHER . 1988. [ 324l & 1% 16) ibid., 82-83.

i) TH% - 2241 - S8 BT £RA 166. 17) ibid., 131.

10) Klaus Fussmann. {EH#ER . [BTEHZ SHLXK 18) ‘I’min a dungeon. I’ve always been in a dungeon, I hear
5 72 248 | [EM DO RE - ZA DARFR P 139-167. everything, every word they say, it's the only sound, as if

11) Wassily Kandinsky. P FHF5HEER . 1987. [hiZ = I were speaking, to myself, out of loud, in the end you
M AL 45. don’t know any more, a voice that never stops, wehre it’s

12) Kandinski. [li5 =475 ] 106-107. coming from.’

13) 790 -y ONBEmE BEIER T LB L (The Unnamable. 86.) RO A X — ViIMEEEIR
FTOER. WHF 2 EALDOFEICL BIERDZE BTAHAA-TD1D,
ITHBZ LTI ETTH RV, 19) Bernal. [X%7 v b D/ 206.

14) Werner Haftmann. 78 5 - JTTARZE—R . 1982, [/%



