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Abstract: The purpose of this research was to obtain fundamental information about student’s historical view
of science. The questionnaire was comprised of questions which used the Word Association Method. Further-
more, students replied to a scientist’s name which they knew.

As a result of the investigation, the following information was obtained.
(1) The image of science history which students had was vague in comparison with science.

(2) Students had a simple science history view: “Science history is a list of scientists and technicians name.”
(3) Students knew only the names of certain scientists and technicians very well.
(4) Students were not familiar with the names of chemists and geologists, though they knew those of physi-

cists and biologists.

(5) Students knew well the scientists and technicians who were active in the latter half of the nineteen century

and at the beginning of the twentieth century.
(6) Students knew well, certain Japanese scientists.

(7) Students didn’t distinguish between scientists and technicians very clearly.
Key words: History of Science, Historical View of Science, Conceptions of Science, Scientist and Techni-

cian, Word Association Method
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