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Living Characters: Trollope’s The Warden
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Abstract: Although Trollope’s fourth novel The Warden is sometimes criticized for the narrator’s frequent
intrusion, what has to be noticed is when and why he does it in the narrative. The intrusion is closely related
to his genuine love for the characters on an equal basis. Moreover, the narrator tells us their feelings using the
adverbs such as “perhaps” and “probably”. In short, the characters are not under the control of the narrator but
living of their own free will, which proves Trollope was already taking a step toward maturity as a major

novelist in The Warden.
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about and which began the series on which his reputation
was to be founded.” Q)& FHFWVWTWAH L ) I, €D—
FORMIE, EAZoOEMOHERE L THRZEON
Barsetshire # ¥ L. M Z 0 % #H 2@
“Barshetshire Novels” & IEN % &5F 6 MR OB/ D
EI LT, TN HBEOANREELC) S 1M %
572\,

COVERE, MEERT AR L TR o TWwizH
LN BEED S OFENORYLMEL LY LT, B
LD RO & KB IS & 5 e g & OBRE T L
AR, FEOBH 2 SOHZ S b 6§, EE
bl EOM % ##7 5 Harding ¥ EARNE L7YFETH

%o HERIE, ZDHarding & D LKHE TR DOGrantly
DO NP E O ILE, Harding DM O RIEREMRIZ
BULHEmODH Y HFITH L TECHFFIZEN TS
725, A TIE The Warden (2B 5550 FITES %
PTT, TOEMICIAD SN - ER 20 L
WHETHRIZN,
ZFITETOLOOFMMPY L0200, HRE
%o 1855 4F 2 A 17 B OBEFIFEE Leader DEFF T,
FIUIRD X 9 12 The Warden ZHE LT 5,

The first of the defects is, that Mr. Trollope speaks
far too much in his own person in the course of his
narrative. It is always the reader’s business, never the

author’s, to apostrophize characters. (Smalley, 37)
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All successful novelists show much more care
about their self-conscious commentary than one
would think from reading critical attacks since
Flaubert. Trollope, for example, who can indeed be
unpleasantly garrulous and who does sometimes
make us wish he would stop praising himself and get
on with his story, ordinarily respects his materials
fully. (205-6)
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He [Trollope] took a suicidal satisfaction in
reminding the reader that the story he was telling was
only, after all, a make-believe. He habitually referred
to the work in hand (in the course of that work) as a
novel, and to himself as a novelist, and was fond of
letting the reader know that this novelist could direct

the course of events according to his pleasure. (116)
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D AT, D IZ, “Itis indeed a matter of thankfulness that
neither the historian nor the novelist hears all that is said by
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twenty suffice!” (83) > CLFIHIZ L L H B, #
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But I fear that the majority of those between these
two eras [twenty to sixty] will not approve of
Eleanor’s plan. I fear that unmarried ladies of thirty-
five will declare that there can be no probability of so

absurd a project being carried through. . . . (139)
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assurance. . . .

Thus it came to pass that I was always going about
with some castle in the air firmly built within my
mind. Nor were these efforts in architecture
spasmodic, or subject to constant change from day to
day. For weeks, for months, if I remember rightly,
from year to year, I would carry on the same tale,
binding myself down to certain laws, to certain
proportions, and proprieties, and unities. Nothing
impossible was ever introduced,—nor even anything
which, from outward circumstances, would seem to
be violently improbable. I myself was of course my
own hero. Such is a necessity of castle-building. . . .
In after years I have done the same,—with this
difference, that I have discarded the hero of my early
dreams, and have been able to lay my own identity
aside. (42-3)
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We fear that he is represented in these pages as being
worse than he is; but we have had to do with his
foibles, and not with his virtues. . . . and it is matter of
regret to us that the course of our narrative has
required that we should see more of his weakness

than his strength. (266-7)
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At any rate she [Mrs. Grantly] disappeared: and 1
never could make companions of the boys. . . . He
[Charles] told me once that he considered cricket, on
the whole, to be a gentleman-like game for boys. . . .
Henry once quarreled with me for taking his sister
Grizzel’s part in a contest. . . . For half an hour or so
certainly did like Sammy’s gentle speech; but one
gets tired of honey, and I found that he preferred the
more admiring listeners. . . . (104-5)
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parlour” (102) & Vo 72EBIP L OB OE AR L )12, 78
DFEEMWICIZDOL) ZFEEHVCIOELH
wfw%ooib SNDRF 7 LORE S Z0—B
% ‘T RETHLHmE L) BERE o
v B AEREW R EHTE R (L B S OKER
LR %%WH&wO“i% BRL2ERAZE
WNTED,

T2, LFLIHEWNOBE L 22, F2I2i
Trollope 234 % L TR F 2 WA O/ER W. M.
Thackeray DEESL LLah S FH b L H BN,
A T CEOER R ABEICS R L., BoFH
THIM L 72 Trollope 25, 2D A % 7 Vanity Fair (1847-
Q)DEE 62 F—F ZI2id, SNFT—EHLTWENH
AN 723E D FA5225KX Pumpernickel T EE A 72
HLEDELWVBEOE N ZE VRO L ESH 5
—ERFLTEEEFERIIV, PEERORERMNE
R F. K. Stanzel 129 L7-7E) T [£#] Ok

“the need of the authorial narrator to furnish his

“The reader must

Episcopi”

we will not dwell [on Mrs.

inner room” (96)%° “here we will take our stand”
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personality with a physical existence, to transform himself
from an abstract functional role into a figure of flesh and
blood, a person with an individual history” (204) & 54%
%o D Trollope 126 %9 L7z [BK] AR/ LT
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It is so that I have lived with my characters, and
thence has come whatever success I have attained.
There is a gallery of them, and of all in that gallery I
may say that T know the tone of the voice, and the
colour of the hair, every flame of the eye, and the

very clothes they wear. (233)
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He has not been unobservant of her feelings, and
perhaps his deepest regret at the part which he fears
Bold is about to take regarding the hospital arises
from the dread that he may be separated from his
daughter, or that she may be separated from the man

she loves. (22) [my italics]
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The warden looked at his daughter [Susan],
thinking probably at the moment that if Eleanor were
contented with him, he need not so much regard his

other child, and said. . . . (243) [my italics]
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And, reader, if I thought it would ever be your good
fortune to hear the history of Ballycloran from the
guard of the Boyle coach, T would recommend you to

get it from him, and shut my book forthwith. (7)
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“A woman can rarely be really offended at the expression
of love, unless it be from some one unfitted to match with
her, either in rank or age.” (503-4) & — 5727 1% H s,
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T Y BIF o TE Martin I2XF L, Anty 132 212
B LT L E-RICHERT 2,

Anty’s apology for being at the inn, was perhaps

unnecessary; but, with the feeling so natural to a
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woman, she was half afraid that Martin would fancy
she had run after him, and she therefore thought it as
well to tell him that it was only a temporary measure.
(101)

ZZTRED R Anty ZEVOO L, BRI THE S
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T5LD T AL, BIHES OfTE KR 2 Mg
BELZEIHALR TV IZEE v,

The Warden O RDESL L % % Barchester Towers
(1857)%* LBl # 5| & % %% 5 . Robert M. Polhemus (&
Trollope & B35 AN D BIFRIZ DT, “Generally he
tries to make his readers believe that his characters are so
real that they cannot be manipulated to satisfy an author’s
whim.”(6) & 4T L T2 %o ORISR EIIIIE
LWEIICHZ 2225 EIZE9) Tldhw, BHAY
FEFE LD 9 12 Trollope DD TREIZHIL L
AL LT, b EOBEAD L VIIKADD
XS TWDTH D, TDI i, The Warden
BT 2RENFORETEZEZ LNV ADLET
2, E AW & OO HEE % K3 “perhaps” X
“probably” DAE AR D5 S B 6 5> Td %, Polhemus
2 Boothlx, BN FOMNAICL LB SH NP DT
BIZDOARRD TV 5D L9 2D, FEILZ D The Warden
BT, BB F LR AW D & OS2 BRIEH
CIRAZZWVOHEZERE TEEICET > TWwE
DI, FDOEWT, The Warden \ZWFEDH LV &
AW O & T % BT S Trollope DIER & LTD
MADEE VD, ZORKTTIZE- S ) & LARET
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