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Azabu University High-Tech Research Center Project
“Study on the Biological Toxicity and Development of the Technology for the Environmental
Monitoring and Remediation of Dioxins and -Related Compounds.”
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Project Leader: Kinji Shirota (Research Institute of Biosciences)

Research Groups and Group Leaders

Kinji Shirota (Research Institute of Biosciences)
Hiroshi Fujise (School of Veterinary Medicine)
Shigenori Sonoki (School of Environmental Health)
Tomoo Inomata (School of Veterinary Medicine)
Teruo Ikeda (School of Veterinary Medicine)

Shin Wakui (School of Veterinary Medicine)
Kensuke Orito (School of Veterinary Medicine)
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The Ministry of Education has initiated a master project to select High-Tech Research Centers from among graduate schools
and resarch instituted of private universities, and provide them with comprehensive assistance involoving necessary facilities,
research apparatus, equipment, a research budget, In 1997, the Research Institute of Biosciences, Azabu University, obtained
the designation of High-Tech Research Center by a research project organized under the theme of “Ecological and Biological
Impact Assessment of Coplanar PCBs and Other Environmental Pollutants, and the Development of Environmental Improving
Technology.” The research project had great expectations, and was based on the understanding that coplanar PCBs are among
the artificial chemical substances presenting a serious impact on humans and animals as carcinogens and teratogens. The
research had been performed by several subgroups composed of many faculty, graduate students and visiting researchers of
Azabu University, and ended with great success in 2001.

In 2002, we reorganized the research groups and started a new research project under the theme of “Ecological and
Biological Impact Assessment of Coplanar PCBs and Other Environmental Pollutants, and the Development of Environmental
Improving Technology.”. The project includes 7 research groups, and will be supported by Azabu University and the Ministry
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology until 2006.

In this report, we descrive the summary of the results of the research in each group in 2002.



