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Study on conservation of germ cells for genetic resources in pigs and rats
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Abstract: The objective of the present study was to develop methods for conservation of genetic resources in
pigs and rats. In pigs, a high proportion of porcine zygotes were successfully cryopreserved by solid surface
vitrification at the pronuclear stage without delipation. Full developmental competence of these zygotes to the
piglet stage was preserved. We also show here for the first time successful IVF using cryopreserved rat
spermatozoa. These protocols will be useful for the efficient genetic conservation in pig and rats.
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