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A record of the high school-university collaboration project: what owls brought to the nests
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Abstract: A practice entitled “What owls brought to the nests” as a collaboration activity between Azabu
University and Sagamihara High School was done on November 12, 2011. Thirty pupils participated and grouped
into five groups. In advance to practice, I interpreted general morphology of mammal bones. We distributed prey
remains left in nest boxes of Ural Owls collected at Mt. Yatsugatake, central Japan. The pupils picked up the
rodent bones and identified them. It took about two hours and the pupils worked patiently, though they did not
show concern for identification and asked the answer from teaching assistants. After the analyses, I explained the
significance of forest logging, interrelations between the owls and rodents and the linkage among organisms. The
high school prepared an inquiry sheet and a report format, and the pupils filled them after the practice. According
to them, it seems that they were impressed by the experience where they touched and observed the real materials,
and by results which suggested the linkage of plants and animals as well as the effects of logging. We asked them
to write freely the opinions presuming to be an owl, a mice, a tree or a forester. Some pupils wrote a tale-like
stories. This seems to stimulate their imagination. As a whole, the experience to observe real materials, analyze,
and consider the meaning of the results, which is different from what they are taught in daily life, functioned well
to stimulate their curiosity.
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