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Consideration of the Idea of Sentient Salvation and ‘Zenkouji’,
the Temple Supported by the Popular Faith
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1-17-71 Fuchinobe, Chuou-ku, Sagamihara, Kanagawa 252-5201, Japan

Abstract: The concept of ‘ahinsa’ is one of the most understandable precepts in Buddhist philosophy. This leads
to concerns regarding the fundamental value of animal ethics in the present age, considering the importance of all
sentient organic life. This precept is deeply associated with the thought of sentient salvation known as ‘Shuujou
Kyuusai’. In Japan, the oldest statue of Buddha is considered to be the one known as ‘—JGFTHRFE = 2% located
in the Zenkouji Temple in Nagano prefecture. There are miraculous stories regarding the foundation of this
temple, which are closely related to an imperial prince, Umayado, who is thought to have written explanatory
discourses for the oldest Buddhist literature imported to Japan in the 6th century. Zenkouji is still supported by
numerous people who hope for equality, eternal peace and the health of peoples and the world, and maintain
the essence of ethics described in the Buddhist literature. It is important to consider the philosophical ethics of
Buddhism, which preach mercy and respect for all sentient beings with Buddha nature.

Keywords: the idea of sentient salvation, Zenkouji, Umayado, the faith of the buddah Amitabha
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